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mastered the Western world was Hellenized on its intellectual side, and Hellenism colored if it did not conquer the Latin intellect itself. Its advance in the West was stopped by the flood tide of Teutonic Invasions, and that separation of the Occident into East and West which confined Hellenism to the eastern half of the Mediterranean, where it still stood for centuries as a barrier against Orientalism. But when another thousand years had passed, Hellenism, driven back by the Oriental advance, made re-entry into the West, where it dominated the intellectual revival commonly called the Renaissance.
The intellectual force of Hellenism attained its highest expression during the fifth and the fourth century B.C. During that period it gave to the world the supreme masterpiece of the Athenian stage, the tragedies of ^Eschylus, of Sophocles, and Euripides, and the comedies of Aristophanes; the two typical histories of Herodotus and Thucydides, each in its kind unsurpassed, and first both in time and in achievement; the rhetorical triumphs of Demosthenes and Isocrates; the dialogues of Plato, and the treatises of Aristotle; as well as the masterpiece of the sculptor's art which have never been matched.
Long before ^Eschylus the spirit of Hellas had found inspiration and expression in the poetry which was consummated in the two great Homeric Epics. Long before Aristotle the Ionic intellect had endeavored to probe the secrets of the material universe. Critics and scholars in the sixth century had taken in hand the Homeric poems and produced what may be called the authorized version of them, so that they became almost the Sacred Scriptures of Hellas. Other poets, too, there had been, accepted as classics before the time of the great Persian war. But it was after the Persian war that prose literature came into being, and the Hellenic drama attained its great development. All Western thought, except what was inspired by the Hebrews, has been derived directly or indirectly from Plato and Aristotle; and Plato and Aristotle were made possible by their great predecessor Socrates, who left no written word of his teaching, the character of which we have to infer for the most part from his disciples Plato and Xenophon. The Roman literature was the direct offspring of Greek literature; the mediaeval culture of the Western world was derived directly from the Roman literature, and the intellectual development of the sixteenth century ;was largely bora of the revived study of the Greek writings.
The Greek legacies to posterity were the systematic pursuit of knowledge and the systematic pursuit of beauty, scientific method and artistic expression. What they could not create in other peoples s their own intelligence in the one field and their own perception the beautiful in the other. In both &elds when tbey lost their own